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Minutes of the Annual Parish meeting held on Monday 11th May 2026 
In The Village Hall, Occold 

 

Councillors Present: Stephen Hubner (SH) (Chairman), Andrew Duggett (AD) (Vice 
Chairman), Kevin Chittock (KC), Roy StPier (RST)  

Others in attendance: Tina Newby, District Councillor Elkin  

1 Welcome by the Chair of Occold Parish Council 

2 To receive apologies for absence:  Apologies were received from Cllr 

Howarth, Cllr Hall and Cllr Weller. 

3 To approve the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 12 May 

2025.  Approved. 

4 To receive annual reports from village organisations 

5 To acknowledge the work carried out by Village Organisations and 

individuals 

6 Annual Report from the Chair of the Parish Council 

7 Any other relevant matters notified to the Chair 

8 Annual Parish Meeting Monday 10 May 2027 at 19:30 This is to be 

confirmed as the format may change. 

9 Closing remarks. 
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Chairman Report 

The last twelve months have seen a number of changes, and challenges, for 

the Parish Council, and the year ahead will be similar (albeit probably for 

different reasons). 

 

Colin Cripps, longstanding chairman, and Heidi Stone, driving force behind the 

development of a Neighbourhood Plan, both resigned their roles as 

Councillors. Subsequently Janet Erhorn joined the Council, but one post 

remains vacant.  The clerk to the Council also resigned.  We managed for four 

months without a clerk but welcomed our new clerk into the role at the 

beginning of the year. 

 

Operating the online bank account, and fully developing the new parish 

website (to be hosted by the Council), both faced delays during the transition 

to a new clerk but we now have these matters in hand.  At present the old 

website and new one run side by side but we hope to complete the transfer 

during the next few months.  The new website was in part a reaction to new 

government policies affecting parish councils, which also saw us draw up new 

governance policies and use new parish council email addresses for 

communication to and between Councillors. 

 

The Council invested in solar panels to power the SID apparatus rather than 

requiring regular battery changes.  Monthly reports are presented to the 

Council and these show consistently that although there are some vehicles 

travelling at wildly excessive speeds the majority of traffic recorded is 

travelling at significantly less than 30 mph; although the limit is 20 mph to 

have general speeds below 30 mph is a benefit to the village. 

 

In a positive change, we finally procured, after many years of campaigning, 

construction of a traffic island to assist with safer crossing of the main road 

from the school to the playing fields.   Also positively there were no reported 

instances of flooding in the village despite substantial winter rainfall, and the 

work undertaken by volunteers directed by the Flood Action Group seems to 

have made a notable difference. 

 

We have made representations to the Planning Inspectorate during the non-

statutory consultation process for the proposed EcoPower solar farm and 

expect the formal consultation to commence in the summer of 2026, running 

through to an Examination during 2027.  We have also engaged with Essex 

and Suffolk Water on the proposed new pipelines and reservoir/s planned in 

the vicinity but await an update on these. 
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The Council’s financial position is robust, with funds held in reserve sufficient 

to enable the Council to cover costs of irregular expenditure (such as may be 

required to provide further comment on the two projects mentioned above). 

 

There will be political changes ahead, with local government in Suffolk moving 

to become three unitary authorities and before that a change in constituency 

boundaries for County Council elections.  This has meant that, after many 

years, Councillor Andrew Stringer will no longer be our County Councillor and 

we would like to thank him for his considerable engagement and 

encouragement in the past.  We will retain, for now, contact with our District 

Councillor, Lucy Elkin, who is also very supportive of this parish and its 

community, and we thank her for her input. 

 

Finally, thank you to all Councillors who have served Occold in the last twelve 

months; I hope that they will all continue to do so in the year ahead. 

 

 

Stephen Hubner 

Chair Occold Parish Council 

  



OCCOLD PARISH COUNCIL  

 
 

 

Page 4  
 

Signed:      Date:   

Redlingfield and Occold WI Report 

We currently have 18 members and meet monthly in the village hall.  Usually, 

we have a speaker and try to cover a range of topics and interest.  We have 

learnt about the Master Mason from Occold who worked on the Church to 

having a go at Indian Classical Dane.  We’ve delved into the world of modern 

forensic science and are shortly to learn about Thomas Cavendish, a Suffolk 

Buccaneer1 

 

Our annual outing takes place in June and this year we are booked on a 

Cruise of the River Deben followed by a pub lunch.  Last year we managed a 

winter outing as well and went to the Thursford Spectacular. 

 

We are part of the ‘Soup and Roll’ rota and often have a stall or supply of 

refreshments for village events.  Our main fund-raising event is the Harvest 

Supper.  This is a popular event and last year we sold around 50 tickets. 

 

As a group we produce a display for the Annual Flower Festival.  All members 

help in planning and assembling the display. 

 

So although a small group we are active and welcome new members. 
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